presents HOSPITABLE CIVILIZATION

a 7 days tour through Armenia

Day 1 WELCOME

You will be welcomed at «Zvartnots» International airport and
accommodated in a comfortable 4 Star Hotel in Yerevan. After
your rest enjoy your welcome dinner with folk music. In the
evening have a light acquaintance of night Yerevan.

Meal plan: dinner

Day 2 YEREVAN: PINK CITY, ANCIENT AND MODERN ] \
After breakfast we will go to explore the Armenian capital city Yerevan,
ancient (29 years older than Rome) and modern (traditional though with
contemporary and trendy spirit and mind), often referred to as Pink City
for the pink tuff stone widely used in urban construction. Yerevan City
w, tour includes Cascade Complex, Gafesjian Museum of contemporary

b' art, depositary of ancient manuscripts-Matenadaran and downtown
Yerevan.

Meal plan: breakfast, lunch, dinner.




Day 3 CAPITAL OF CHRISTIANITY

After breakfast you will depart to Echmiadzin, the religious center
of all Armenians and the “place where the “only begotten Son
descended”. The Mother See of Holy Echmiadzin — the Cathedral
Church is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Drive on to Armavir
to experience Armenian hospitality in a traditional family, feast
with lamb barbequed in tonir (a traditional Armenian oven in a
ground), pure fruit vodka. Participate in lamb barbequing and
become a master of vodka distilling from fruits. Enjoy your free
evening in Yerevan. Walk around the singing fountains, go to cafe
or a jazz club.

Meal plan: breakfast, feast.

Day 4 MEDIEVAL TRAIL

Discover medieval Armenia. Amberd (7" -13" centuries) is a medieval
castle town in the southern slope of the Mount Aragats (4095m high),
founded, on a triangular high plateau over the merging point of the
rivers Argashen and Amberd. Here there is a breathtaking view of
Ararat valley and the Biblical Mountain. Drive on to visit other two
gems of medieval Armenian architecture the Monasteries of Sanahin
and Haghpat, both included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage
sites. On the way stopover in the “Armenian Alphabet Boulevard” —
one can take a photo with the tuff stone sculpture of the initial letter of "5
one’s name. The eventful day will end in cozy B&B type lodging in &
Vanadzor, after a very interesting meeting with a sculptor in his studio,
acquaintance with local folklore and song, and a delicious dinner.

Meal plan: breakfast, lunch, feast.




)

Day 5 ]—[ ARMENIAS BLUE PEARL J

Ride to Lake Sevan, often referred to as the Blue Pearl of Armenia. On the
way we will visit the well preserved village of Molokan — an ethnic minority.
Molokans (Russian for "milk-drinkers") are sectarian Christians of Russian
origin who refused to obey the Russian Orthodox Church, beginning in the
1600s. They were punished and deported from Tsarist Russia in 1800s and
had to settle in Caucasus. Molokan culture and lifestyle are highly
conservative sometimes with denial to use simple technologies, such as TV or
phone, in life. Here you will be welcome and served tea. After tea, we will
drive on to Dilijan with a stopover in Haghartsin monastery.

Sevan is one of the largest mountainous lakes in the world (2000m above the
sea level). Panoramic view of the lake from Sevan peninsula. Here lunch with
delicious fish from the lake is waiting for you. After lunch ride on to
Yeghagnadzor through Selim Pass. This is the famous route though which
the Great Silk Road passed. On the way we will stop to see the
“caravansarays”, old accommodation establishment for caravans passing on
the Silk Road.

Night at a cozy B&B type country lodging in Yeghegnadzor

Day 6 ]—[ TASTE OF THE SUN

Departure to Noravang, a monastery complex amidst the bizarre steep red
cliffs, famous for it’s architecture and two-storied sepulchre-church. In the
13th-14th centuries the monastery became the residence of Syuniq bishops
and, consequently, a major religious and cultural center of Armenia.
From Noravanq take off for Khor Virap. Khor Virap is a monastery-fort in
the heart of Ararat valley, which dates back to 4th —17th centuries and
offers the closest view of the Sacred Mountain Ararat. The hill of Khor
Virap and the adjoining plains mark an early Armenian capital Artashat,
built around 180 B.C. Up until the monastery-fort was built, Khor Virap
(The Deep Pit) was used as a royal prison. There are deep stone
underground chambers-cells, where St. Gregory the Enlightener (the first
Patriarch of Armenian Apostolic Church) was imprisoned for 13 years for
preaching the word of Christ. From Noravank to Khor Virap you will be
passing along the Armenian Wine Route, on which you will taste local wine.
From Khor Virap take off for Garni. Here you will see local housewives
baking lavash (Armenian bread) in tonirs, try making lavash yourselves anc
enjoy your lunch. After lunch ride on to explore the pagan temple of Mithra
the God of Sun in Garni Fortress and Temple and the Monastery of Geghara
famous for its rocky architecture and church, carved in the cliff. Enjoy the
heavenly sounds of the church choir in Geghard and duduk (3000 years old
Armenian national Musical Instrument) in Garni. On the way to Yerevan
stopover at Arch of Charents to see the exceptional view of Mount Ararat
through the frame of the Arch. Dinner in Yerevan.

Meal plan: breakfast, lunch, dinner

Meal plan: breakfast, lunch, dinne



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Orthodox_Church

Day 7 YEREVAN ]

After breakfast we will go to Armenian bazaar to experience the
oriental. After lunch we will visit the Yerevan Cognac Factory and taste
the legendary Armenian cognac. In the evening enjoy the cultural
program designed for you, then walk around the city center, or just have
your rest in the hotel before the farewell dinner full of surprises!

Meal plan: breakfast, lunch, dinner




INFORMATION

Dates: 5 — 12 November 2010

Price: 700 Euro per person in a twin/ double room accommodation (minimum 10 participants)
The prices includes — transfers from/to the airport, other transportation throughout the tours,
accommodation as described in the itinerary, water, refreshments, coffee, tea, brandy and wine
tasting and all meals as described in the itinerary, all entrance fees to museums and other places
of interest as described in the itinerary, services of a tourist guide throughout the tour, other
entertainment events as described in the itinerary.

The price does not include — air ticket, visa fees (6 € p/p), hotel extras (mini bar, telephone calls,
other), insurance, other activities on visitor initiatives not described in the itinerary.

Note: Extra fee of 120 Euro (per group) for the church choir in Geghard and duduk in Garni for

groups of less than 8 people.

Note: Extra fee of 159 Euro for the whole tour (per person) in case of single occupancy in
accommodation establishments.

Arrival - Friday
Departure — the following Friday.

If Airmaltas flight is booked before 30/04 -t her e’ s a of40perosi a | of fer
Flights:

Malta- Athens -247euros return (departure 05/11 at 05.25 — arrival Athens at 08.10)

Athens — Erevan — 265 euros return (departure 05/11 at 12.00 — arrival Erevan at 16.30)

Departure Erevan 12/11 at 06.30 — arrival to Athens 07.30

Departure Athens 12/11 at 09.00 — arrival to Malta 09.50

For Further Details and Enquiries please contact Karina Ellul Bonici on

karina@waldonet.net.mt Or call on 99420091.


mailto:karina@waldonet.net.mt

